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9300 East Hampton Drive
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Attention:

Lockbox Number 358165

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Re:  WSIL-DT, Harrisburg, Illinois

MB Docket No. 03-15
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OF COUNSEL
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SPECIAL COUNSEL
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WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL

Supplement to Maximization Waiver Request and

Request for Extension of Special Temporary Authority

On behalf of WSIL-TV, Inc. (“WSIL”), permittee of Digital Television Station WSIL-DT,
Harrisburg, Illinois, this letter shall serve as a supplement to WSIL’s “use-it-or-lose-it” maximization
waiver request (filed by letter dated May 10, 2005) for the purpose of providing the information requested
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in the Commission’s June 15, 2005, Public Notice, DA 05-1636. As certified in its Form 381 filing (FCC
File. No. BCERCT-20041105AIH), WSIL intends to operate its post-transition DTV station based on
its maximized facilities as authorized by its construction permit in FCC File No. BPCDT-19991019ABM.

This letter shall also serve as a request by WSIL for an extension of special temporary authority
(“STA”) to operate WSIL-DT at variance from its authorized parameters during the pendency of WSIL’s
maximization waiver request. The Commission last extended WSIL’s STA on May 24, 2005, for a term
expiring July 1,2005 (BEDSTA-20050505ACN). The STA expiration is concomitant with the use-it-or-
lose-it maximization deadline.

A copy of WSIL’s May 10, 2005, maximization waiver request is enclosed. Also enclosed is an
engineering statement from WSIL’s consulting engineer which provides further information in support
of WSIL’s waiver request.

As indicated in the waiver request filed May 10, 2005, it is physically impossible for WSIL to
construct its DTV top-mount maximized facility until its top-mount NTSC antenna is removed at the end
of the DTV transition. However, WSIL is presently operating its DTV facility at maximum permissible
power from its STA authorized HAAT. As further detailed in the attached engineering statement,
WSIL’s current DTV STA operation covers approximately 95.5 percent of WSIL’s predicted maximized
coverage.

Were WSIL required to fully comply with the July 1, 2005, deadline, WSIL would have to
expend considerable costs to move its NTSC antenna to a lower level on the tower. These costs, which
would include the cost of purchasing an NTSC side-mount antenna, installation, and reworking the
transmission line, would be “sunk costs” in equipment and labor that will only be useful until the DTV
transition is complete. Furthermore, because compliance with the July 1, 2005, deadline would require
WSIL to lower its NTSC antenna, compliance would result in a loss of NTSC service to nearly 57,000
viewers.

WSIL is, of course, dedicated to digital television and will be able to complete installation of
WSIL-DT’s maximized DTV facility and fully comply with the maximization requirement after analog
operation terminates.

During the pendency of WSIL’s maximization waiver request, WSIL requests extension of its
DTV STA. This extension request proposes continued operation with the station’s ERP at its full
authorized 1000 kW and at a reduced HAAT of 302 meters (reduced antenna radiation center of 451
meters). The STA operation is otherwise consistent with that permitted by WSIL’s DTV construction
permit (FCC File No. BPCDT-19991019ABM).

Enclosed are an FCC Form 159 with a check for $150.00 to cover the requisite STA filing fee
and an Anti-Drug Abuse Act Certification.
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If any questions should arise during the course of your consideration of this request, it is
respectfully requested that you communicate with this office.

Sincerely,

BROOKS, PIERCE, MckENDON,
HUMP Y & LEONARD, L.L.P.

A

Mark J.
Coe W. Ramsey
Counsel to WSIL-TV, Inc.

Enclosures

cc: Shaun Maher, FCC (via email and hand delivery)
Vemese O’Bryant, FCC (via email)
Nazifa Sawez, FCC (via email)
Nai Tam, FCC (via email)

96239-v1
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May 10, 2005

EXPEDITED PROCESSING REQUESTED

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
9300 East Hampton Drive
Capitol Heights, MD 20743

Dear Ms. Dortch:

RECEIVED
MAY 1 0 2005

HENRY E. FRYE
OF COUNSEL

J. LEE LLOYD
SPECIAL COUNSEL
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WRITER'S DIRECT DIAL

Federal Communications Commission

Office of Secretary

Re: WSIL-TV, Harrisburg, IL
Request for Maximization/Replication Waiver

On behalf of WSIL-TV, Inc. (“WSIL”), the license of WSIL(TV), Harrisburg, IL, this letter

shall serve

as WSIL’s

request for waiver of the

Commission’s

use-it-or-lose-it

maximization/replication deadline of July 1,2005. See Second Periodic Review of the Commission’s
Rules and Policies Affecting the Conversion to Digital Television, Report and Order, FCC 04-192
(Rel. Sept. 7, 2004) (“DTV R&O™), at Y 83, 87.

As certified in its Form 381 filing (FCC File. No. BCERCT-20041105AIH), WSIL intends
to operate its post-transition DTV station based on its maximized facilities as authorized by its
construction permit in FCC File No. BPCDT-19991019ABM. The parameters of WSIL’s
maximized facilities assume a top-mount DTV antenna and are as follows:
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Maximized Construction Permit
Channel ERP HAAT
34 1000 kW 301.8 meters

WSIL is presently operating its DTV facility pursuant to its DTV STA in FCC File No.
BDSTA-20020905ABU using a side-mount DTV antenna in accordance with the following
parameters:

Current STA Operation
Channel ERP HAAT
34 1000 kW 265.2 meters

Pursuant to FCC File No. BLCT-19850301KE, WSIL’s NTSC antenna is located at 302
meters HAAT on the same tower that is specified in WSIL’s DTV construction permit. Because
WSIL’s NTSC antenna will need to remain in operation during the DTV transition, it is physically
impossible for WSIL to construct its DTV facility at 301.8 meters until the top-mount NTSC antenna
is removed. WSIL notified the Commission that it would be filing the instant waiver request in
connection with its FCC Form 381 filing.

In the DTV R&O, the Commission stated that it “will establish a limited waiver process and
grant extensions of the applicable replication or maximization interference protection deadline on
a six-month basis if good cause is shown.” DTV R&Q, at § 87. Stations “that cannot build out for
reasons beyond their control” may seek a waiver. DTV R&O, at § 83. The instant case clearly
presents a circumstance beyond WSIL’s control, as it is physically impossible to top mount WSIL-
DT’s antenna until the end of the DTV transition at which time WSIL’s top-mount NTSC antenna
may be removed.

Grant of the instant waiver request would not undermine the digital transition and
unwavering enforcement of the use-it-or-lose-it maximization/replication deadline against WSIL
would be inequitable and contrary to reason and the public interest. Absent a waiver, WSIL would
be required to remove and relocate its NTSC antenna, which would likely require WSIL to purchase
a side-mount antenna for its temporary NTSC operation. Not only would such modification to
WSIL’s NTSC facility involve a sunk cost in equipment that will only be useful until the DTV
transition is complete, but such modification would likely involve a reduction of WSIL’s NTSC
height and power, and thus, result in a loss of NTSC service to some of WSIL’s viewers.

94705-v1
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Though it is physically impossible for WSIL to operate its DTV station at its allotted HAAT
until the DTV transition is complete, WSIL is, of course, dedicated to digital television and is
operating its facility at maximum permissible power from its currently authorized, albeit lower,

HAAT.

For the foregoing reasons, WSIL believes that a waiver of the Commission’s use-it-or-lose-it
maximization/replication deadline is warranted in this case and is necessary or otherwise in the

public interest.

If any questions should arise during the course of your consideration of this request, it is
respectfully requested that you communicate with this office.

Sincerely,

Coe W. Ramsey
Counsel to WSIL-TV, Inc.

cc:  Clay Pendarvis, FCC (via email)
Nazifa Sawez, FCC (via hand delivery)

94705-v1
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(1) LOCKBOX # 358165 SPECIAL USE
FCC USE ONLY
SECTION A - PAYER INFORMATION
(2) PAYER NAME (if paving by credit card. enter name exactly as it appears on vour card) (3) TOTAL AMOUNT PAID (U.S. Dollars and cents)
WSIL-TV, Inc. $150.00
(4) STREET ADDRESS LINENO. 1
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(5) STREET ADDRESS LINENO. 2
Suite 101
6) CITY (7) STATE | (8) ZIP CODE
Fort Worth X 76132
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(16) CITY (17) STATE | (18) ZIP CODE

(19) DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER (include area code) (20) COUNTRY CODE (if not in US.A))

FCC REGISTRATION NUMBER AND TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (TIN) REQUIRED
(21) APPLICANT (FRN) (22) APPLICANT (TIN)
0002808137 371098627
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SECTION D - CERTIFICATION

(30) CFRTIFICATINN RTATRMENT
I, Steve Wheeler certify under penalfy of perjury that thg foregoing and supporting information is rue and correct to
the best of my knowledge, information and belief. SIGNATURE ZVEZ Zg DATE __é /—;‘_\9 oy

SECTION E - CREDIT CARD PAYMENT INFORMATION
(31) MASTERCARD/VISA ACCOUNT NUMBER: EXPIRATION

DATE:
MASTERCARD

I:] I hereby authorize the FCC to charge my VISA or MASTERCARD for the service(s)/authorization herein described.
VISA

SIGNATURE DATE

SEE PUBLIC BURDEN ON REVERSE FCC FORM 159 FEBRUARY 2000 (REVISED)




ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT CERTIFICATION

By checking “Yes”, the applicant certifies that, in the case of an individual applicant, he or she is not
subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Actof 1988, 21 U.S.C.
§862, or, in the case of a non-individual applicant (e.g., corporation, partnership or other unincorporated
association), no party to the application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to that section. For
the definition of a “party” for these purposes, refer to 47 C.F.R. §1.2002(b).

[X] Yes [ ] No
WSIL-TV, Inc.
By:
Steve Wheeler
President

Date: June2> ¢, 2005
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EXHIBIT A

ENGINEERING STATEMENT

The engineering data contained herein have been prepared on behalf of WSIL-TV, INC.,
licensee of WSIL-TV and permittee of WSIL-DT in Harrisburg, illinois, in support of its request for
waiver of the Commission’s July 1, 2005, deadline for maximization of the WSIL-DT facility, as
authorized in BPCDT-19991019ABM.

In its Pre-Election Certification (BCERCT-20041105AIH) and First Round Digital Channel
Election (BFRECT-20050125AGR), the licensee chose to operate post-transition on Channel 34
with the facilities authorized in the above-referenced construction permit. These parameters
include an effective radiated power of 1000 kw and an antenna radiation center mounted 488
meters above mean sea level. Under Special Temporary Authority (STA), WSIL-DT presently
operates on Channel 34 with an effective radiated power of 1000 kw and an antenna radiation
center of 451 meters above mean sea level (BDSTA-20020905ABU). Analog WSIL-TV operates
on Channel 3 with an antenna radiation center mounted 488 meters above mean sea level on
the same tower.

Exhibit B is a map upon which the authorized and STA service (41 dBu) contours
of WSIL-DT are plotted. Based on the 2000 U.S. Census and geometric calculation, the

population and area values for each of these contours are:

WSIL-DT
Facility Population Area (sq. km)
Authorized 688,167 31,006

STA 657,433 28,489



SMITH o FISHER

EXHIBIT A

The WSIL-DT STA facility serves 95.5 percent of the population covered by the facility
authorized in BPCDT-19991019ABM. In addition, the STA facility covers 91.1 percent of the
authorized facility'’s service area.

The only way to comply with the FCC’s deadline to maximize WSIL-DT would be to
remove the analog Channel 3 antenna and mount the Channel 34 antenna in its place. The
Channel 3 antenna would have to be moved down into the present Channel 34 aperture.

Exhibit C is map upon which the licensed WSIL-TV Grade B contour is plotted in relation
to that which would obtain if the antenna were moved down into the aperture of the present

WSIL-DT antenna. The area and population values for these contours are:

WSIL-TV
Facility Population Area (sq. km)
Licensed 786,514 34,930
At DTV Ht. 729,728 32,989

Compliance with the FCC’s maximization deadline would result in nearly 57,000 people
losing their analog ABC programming, which would certainly not be in the public’s interest.

Therefore, for the reasons stated above, a waiver of the Commission’s July 1, 2005, DTV
maximization deadline is respectfully requested and believed to be justified.

The foregoing statements and attached maps, whictywerg/prepared by me, true and

correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

KEVIN T. FISHER

June 27, 2005



o O
Cﬁnfg?lan
New Mdida~y fe»
ewdMaXiri
5 Maldlen y ichkman
pmpbell
Scale 1:1,200,000
e e— =)
0 10 20 30 Obion O
Lake Troy Martin
Y le 0 A ) Wegkley

.; -
MetropotiGe

Massac

TNEWTON
a ' Vandalia l
o L o ile
ouisui
%d ] LQ/regce
&a Bridgeport
i F
rion
S ALUNHORIZED #1 DBU
® Q
Cariralc West Sdlem
o o 1 Waba A
Freeburg Okawvi - B ;;1 a9 Moun armelq
O O 0 sh t O . airmeid ion
qrtcreorlm e Ame"; asﬁ?ﬂ/ﬂﬁe Mo g mon Wayne City / N\ o Ot
. -7, & Y Fort B
Red Bud 6
f STA 41 DBU
Sparta o) Q
doiph PinckﬁéWiueb esser Mclieamisboro g
0 i ~ "
te Gend ; Steelevile DuQuoig o Bié%ﬁ’ No TiCsJ City l’.'
o}
Elkville| 013oct &
0 o °A
JackgyP® SOt yyerrin Eldorado
b M‘Q ine Gallatin
on
Carbondale W46 igarriSburg
&b
o WSIL-DT
Cobden
r‘.’é‘ Jghnson
Vienna

PREDICTED SERVICE CONTOURS

[AUTHORIZED AND STA]
WSIL-DT

CHANNEL 34 - HARRISBURG, ILLINOIS

SMITH AND FISHER

e



o Q l Vaﬁqdalia l

NEWIon

O
Louisville o o
Bneyd B _dLOvrenrrie
F%a LIGENSED Gnlxdtg’é” lﬁ

Salem
R O
Belleyille = alia West Sdlem
Freeoburg > © Way??; Edwards IVVI\:::: 7 armel _
lterioo Rthen R Mo iemon Nayne City Fairhiel o
B ' Gra Fort 8]

Pulaski

D
8 Scott CRy alexanddr

Red Bud GRADE B AT DTV STA HT.
(o]
Sparta e}
pa PinckﬁéWiIle sser Mclltn?ﬁbboro Cﬁf‘hi
Randolph o O
O ) .
hte G e . Steelevile DuQuoif o gl Nofris City
o
Elkville| 048 &
o) c °Aa
sackgyPe Sotg Win Eldorado
o é mﬂ %19 Galiatin
N on
Perryilie Carbondale Mafin idarrtsburg
]
o WSIL-DT
Cobden Hardin
ﬁ’g J(o)hnson
Vienna
Ca%@ﬁﬂ‘?a Critnden
Bollin®N e, Marion
MarbRNil  Cape Gkagrdeau

Carlisle

f - H tkma
B b Ciinton A
fo
icluman A EXHIBITC
PREDICTED GRADE B CONTOURS
South Fufton [LICENSED AND AT DTV STA HT)]
Scale 1:1,200,000 e B WSIL-TV
km e Union C CHANNEL 3 - HARRISBURG, ILLINOIS
10 20 30 Bpion O
Lake Troy Martin SMITH AND FISHER
O A Wegkley




